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STRENGTHENING
J&K'S ECONOMY
WILL BRING PEACE

8 goun as my flight
took off firom Srinagar
aftar my visit to the

membered my trip to

Indonesia two-and-a-
half wars ago. After my lec-
tureon Indian cultureat Yog-
yakarta Staie Unbwersity
Indonesin, o student asked
me how India Is able to ac-
commodate the world's sec-
ond largest Muslim

p?;l:llhn ides of Tndia does
not require any Indian o
make special effort for
this India's culturs teaches
values such ay wnity, harmo-
ny, cooparation, brotherhood,
truth, nonvislence, renunct-
ation, humility, equality etc.
and motivates us to move
ahead with the spiritof “Vas-

1iold them how India, with
o population of 1.25 billlon,
was not just acountry but o
whole subconfinent where
different customs and tradi-
tions are practised. This
unigue philesophy of diver
sty rarely seen In any other
reglon of the world is in

India,

In India our dialect chang-
eyevery 50 miles. Youtravela
couple of hundreds of miles
and you will see a different
gulse and language 1T you go
1,000 miles away the whole
lifestyle looks L

Today, when T have re-
turped from Kashmir after a
short stay of two days, my
perception has grosn sirang
er It was very clear afler
meeting students, teachers,
delegationg and the commeon
poople of Keshmir that every-
one in the Valley 1s in Favour
aof poace. Evaryons wante a
better future for their chil-
dron and nobody wants o
1bve under the shadow of fear
People want & promising fu-
ture, a prosperous Kashmic

I witnessed Kashmir's tol-
erunce and pluralism in Sri-
nagar It has been enshrined
In the shape of an anclent
Ehunkarscharys temple dodi
cated to Lord Shivae at a
helght of 300 meters above
seq level near the majestic
Dl Lake in & Muslim-major-
Ity area.

The foresight of Prime
Minister Marendra Modi will
ensure a bright future for
Kashmir The government
has promised s holistic devel-
opment of Jammu and Kash-
mtgirlg: per the aspirtions of
Ing communities such as the
Dogras, Kashmirl Pandits,
Ladakhis, Sikhs and Chris

tianz as well as yurious
shades of the Muslim com-
munity like Bunnis, Shias,
Gujiars, Barkarwals and
Paharis.

1 hve abways believed that
the entire Himalayan region
1% rich in a variety of resoure-
es, apurt from ﬂﬁiﬂﬁ 1'1)1{;
AN FesdLrTes.,
are Innocent and hard?;‘:n'in-
ing. Il appropriate planning
and dedicated efforis are
made, development can be
brought about, If the basic

roblems in education,
Eulth and employment are
resolved, the Valley will pros-
per in peace,

A soclosconomic change
can herald & new ora in the
Valley Since the partition of
India in 1947, thes political his-
oy of Jamomn and Kashmir
has been in furmoll. 1 have
always hebd the view that the
apeclal status accorded to
Jummuund Koshmir
Article 370 barely belped it
vather it solated J&E from
mainstream development,
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Embracing Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee's policy of ‘one
legislation, one head, one
mark,' the Union Govern-
miint led by the Prime Minis-
ter book U historie decision
of scrapping Article 370 and
Article 35A of the constitu-
tion and decided o réorgan-
L the state of Jammu and
Kashmir by splitting it into
twa union territories. The
scrapping of Article 370
might have withdrawn the
nominal autanomy that Jam-
mu and Kashmir enjoyed bui
it opemed the doors of devel
opment and will rid the re
ghon of terror spread,

Unfortunately, a specific
class considering itsell the
‘plite’ sot an ntimiduting
narrative that it was impos-
sible to remove Articles 370
or 364 and warned that if it
iz attemprled, the unity of the
country would be in danger.
These anti-national forees
have obstructed the develop-
meisit of the entine: region hy
confusing the innocent Kashe
mirl youth with an atmos-

phere of chies and vislence,
oy, e ks am honest at-
tempt {o create an environ-
ment of peace and
in Kashmir, Last week, 45
projects of school, colleges
and universities were inau-
gurabed by the Ministry of
Humuan Resource Develop-
ment. Additionally atwo-dey
teacher training programm:e:
cilled NISHTHA was organ-
ised. The Srinsgar compus of
the Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Jammi, was inag-
purated and Bs 51 crore ap-
proved to operationalse this
temporary canpus by March
15, 2020,

1 called upnn the university
schentists toconduct research
by promoting an interdbici-
plinary research. Arts, cul-
ture and traditional knowl-
edge, environmental
sclences, hortlouliure, Qora,
grean technologtes, geology
dispster planning und mdoe-
thom, renewablbe cnergy, elee-
tronies, FTand biotechnology
can all work together There
Isaneed to develop anew eul
e of ressanch.

The development of the
Himalayas has been close to
ez heart of the Prime Minds
ter, which is reflected in his
stutements from time to time.
In the Budget 2000, the Modi
government has made 5 gon-
erous allocation for Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh.
For e overall developrsent
of the reglon. the govern-
ment announced TI0,757
cpore for Jammu and Kash-
mir amd 76,558 for Ladakh.

W are forunate that Tndia
i& respected across the world
for its strong leadership, In-
dia's reputation has grown
considerably Pakistan raked
the issue of Article 370 on
virious world platforms bt
it memly received embar:
rassment, Pakistan is inding
it diffiealt to digest the fact
that the seven decadesald
Kashmir dispuie has been re-
sodved peacefally

Our government aims to
strengthen the sconomy of
JEE, which s dependent on
agriculiure smd serv boes, EF-
forts are being made to devel-
apthe state’s tourtam, handi-
craft, serieulturs, handloom,
hortiouliure, foed processing
and agrieul ture. Our effort s
o reduee thi average uwem-
plovment e of 15 per cent.
I mysalf baliave that we ean
cregle an environment of
peace, prosperity barmony,
love, brotherhood and happl-
ness in the region anly by
bringing back the era of
Progress.
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